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THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  Al^DRICA,  et  ai  ^  >g\ 

affida™  ^  M 

^  IS 

\^-.  0'\ 

«»  '*  ^ 

DEPOr.ElTT:  LASAKI,  Jlnsaburo 


ARAKI,  Sadao,  et  al 


1.  IJiSAH.  nnsabuxo.  oath  and  aay  aa  follows  i 

I  waa  formerly  a  Oanaral  of  the  Imperial  Japanaae 

^rmy  • 

I  was  Vice  Chief  of  the  short  while; 

L932  to  June  19i  1  traininss  from  January  193it  to 

r»?  CoLeluSr  asaln,  and  was  than  trans- 
^ai^efio  ?h^Flrst  Reserve  in  Karoh  1936. 

V*isn  I  besame  the  j°l|.°thrPrinoe  LaN-L. 

‘SI  SSfuaSVIStsSrwfs  ueutenant  Canaral  .'KAKI,  Sadao. 

vaien  I  ®S^|j?^rSal'^litSStilSrof'^Sparwhioh 

to  me  tne  internal  o"^  sxternai  si  ^  j,g„;g„oer 

Misted  at  that  time,  tne  alat  of  union 
was  as  follov^sj 

..,ne  state  of  a«aira  o^our^country.^both^internal 

and  external  is  gnd  our  relation  with  the  League 

Sn-auinS  fSr  frortolns  setisfsotory . 

,3  for  »:anohuris. 

of  the  «™er  cabinet^  th  i*  now,  there 

IfSIllS  langSS  that  it  will  develop  into  a  reeular  war. 

US  must  leave  no  ®»P"®.“‘"?=S.^"irilS?riS1ll  ex- 
savlnfi  of  this  ®°°Pi*-2|g  Sondltloii  of  Kanohuria  today,  the 
trene  iter'-  action  may  not  be  unavoidable  for 

possible  and  order  in  that  district,  but 

the  sake  of  j  take  niece,  must  never  exceed  the 

the  action,  -rn  other  words,  since  the  object  of 

scope  of  JSr^self -defense  by  restoring  peace 

|iri?d^J^?n^“al  «  I'd  tnaaga^o^ 

l®dl^®-  -Wa  la  the  polloy  of  our  oablnatS" 

s  u^n  T  aaaumed  the  post  as  Vice  Chief  of 
At  the  iKUKAli  while  he  has  explained 

the  General  economic  difficulties  that 

chiefly  the  ^ Pg^Jhat  time,  he  also  made  some 
JISI?Kr»  fhl'amattcn^hUh  ware  ^or^or 
ll,‘fuLllt'1laf  Si  mi  ®ny  intention  of  pstltlonine  to  the 
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in*3ro:ATI0i:AL  military  TRIfaUI'AL 
FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


TICS  UlTITSD  STATES  OF  A1>3RICA 


AFFIDA' 


ARAKI,  Sadao,  et  al 


DEPOLEITT:  LASAKI^  Jlnsaburo 


I,  I^SAKI,  Jlnsaburo,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

I  was  formerly  a  General  of  the  Imperial  Japanese 

Army, 

I  was  Vice  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  from  January 
1932  to  June  19,  1933;  a  V/ar  Counoillor  for  ®  short 
the  Inspector  General  of  tralninfi  from  January  1934 
July  16,  1935;  a  '.far  Counoillor  afe^ain,  and  was  then  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  First  Reserve  in  March  1936, 

V/hen  I  beoame  the  Vice  Chief  of  the|  General  Staff , 

-  the  Prince  LaN-L 

1  JJ^AKI,  Sadao. 


the  Chief  of  the  General  Staf 
and  the  \Jar  I.'inister  was  Lieu 

V/hen  I  assumed  this  post 
to  me  the  Internal  and  extern 
existed  at  that  time,  the  i;is 
was  os  follows: 

•*The  state  of  affairs  of  our  country,  both  internal 
and  external  is  uuite  alarming.  There  have  already  been 
many  internal  inkients,  and  our  relation  with  the  League 
of  Nations  is  for  from  being  satisfactory. 

As  for  J'snohurla,  in  spite  oi  the  non-expanoion  policy 
of  the  former  cabinet,  the  situotioa  has  simply  become  more 
avaravated.  Unless  we  do  something  to  otcp  it  now,  there 
is  every  danger  that  it  will  develop  into  a  regular  war. 

'ia  liUSt  leave  no  stone  unturned  in  the  Immediate 
savlni  of  this  complicated  situation.  In  view  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  seriousness  of  the  condition  of  Kenohurla  today,  the 
possible  minimum  military  action  may  not  be  unavoidable  for 
the  soke  of  restoring  law  and  order  in  that  district,  but 
the  action,  if  it  should  take  piece,  must  never  exceed  the 
scone  of  self-defonse.  In  other  words,  since  th«  object  of 
action  lies  in  seoujing  our  self-defense  by  restoring  peace 
and  order  in  ranchuria,  the  theatre  of  operation  must  be 
limited  within  the  Four  Eastern  Provinces  which  are  under 
Chang  Hueliang’s  regime.  This  is  the  policy  of  our  cabinet 

At  the  time  when  I  assumed  the  post  as  Vice  Chief  of 
the  General  Staff,  Premier  HRJKAI,  while  he  has  explained 
chiefly  the  financial  plight  and  economic  difficulties  that 
Japan  was  experiencing  at  that  time,  he  also  made  some 
remarks  on  the  situation  which  were  more  or  less  similar 
to  that  of  Uer  liinister  iiRAKI.  The  Promlsr  did  not  in  any 
wav  Biuiftost  that  he  had  any  Intention  of  petitioning  to  the 
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Throne  for  an  Imperial  Order,  by  virtue  of  whioh 
draw  all  the  troops  from  Lanohurla,  nor  xt 

from  anyone  that  Premier  Ii:UKi»I  hod  any  suoh  . 

would  have  been  impossible  for  any  one  to  j 

troops  in  the  midst  of  their  operation  unless  the  nosLiJ.i- 
tles  showed  some  sljin  of  settleraent. 

Furthermore,  Premier  H-UI^AI  as  clever  as  he  was, 
should  have  known  quite  wall  that  His  Lajasty  the  jmperor, 
who  was  an  ardent  believer  in  the  Constitution,  would  n  ve 
never  granted  him  an  Imperial  crder  related  to  military 
operation  without  first  having  on  advice  from  the  Generax 
Staff  Headquarters.  I  cannot  altogether  imagine  that; 

Premier  nx-H/.I  should  have  harbored  suoh  an  intention. 

I  reported  to  H.R.H.  the  Prince  Chief 

General  Staff,  v/hat  I  had  heard  from  the  Premier  and  tne 
V,’ar  Minister  respectively and  with  his  approval,  I  managed 
and  conducted  the  matters  in  accordance  vvlth  the  line 
shown  to  me  by  Vfar  Minister  ARsKI.  \<’hile  I  was  doing 
it  was  suddenly  decided  by  the  Ministry  that  troops  be  de  - 
patched  immediately  to  Shanghai  which  were  requested  by 
navy  authorities  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the  navy 
and  to  protect  Japanese  nationals  there. 

Bearing  in  mind  what  I  had  heard  from  the  ::ar  Linister, 
I  took  every  precaution  to  observe  his  principle  so  that 
the  despatched  troops  ^•ould  not  exceed  the  scope  of  their 
primary  object.  Divisional  Coxamander  UDDi»  (T.N.  Commander 
of  the  despatched  troops)  also  follov^ed  closely  this  prin¬ 
ciple  and  endeavored  to  settle  the  situation  without  re¬ 
sorting  to  means  of  bloodshed.  I  remember  he  first  made  a 
proclamation  requesting  reconsideration  by  the  opponent 
over  their  action.  However,  contrary  to  his  expectation, 
the  opponent  Increased  their  preparation  for  fighting 
added  to  the  difficulties.  In  fact,  there  wore  signs  that 
an  overall  clash  oet’wpen  Chinese  and  Japanese  was  inevit¬ 
able.  Under  these  'ilr-’-x^stances,  further  rojnforooment  was 
docldad  from  the  point  of  view  of  rtrrte/vic  ri-oil.p, nee , 
but  as  soon  as  the  advance  corps  of  ceinforoeceno  made  their 
first  landing,  the  19th  Houto  iirr^  b'gan  to  rotreab,  and  as 
it  was  driven  beyond  the  expected  li.r.o,  attack  was  ceased. 
Thuo  hostilities  ended  in  three  days,  with  almost  negli¬ 
gible  cesualtloe. 

In  due  course,  an  agreement  \/as  signed  to  ensure  the 
future  safety.  (I  think  that  in  making  this  agreement,  a 
committee  of  povxors  through  the  good  offices  of  the  League 
of  nations  p6rticip'"t.ad. ) 

'  This  agreement  provided  Japan  the  right  of  stationing 
certain  parts  of  her  troops,  there,  but  in  vievx  of  .Var 
Klnistor  ARAKI's  principle,  which  was  completely  identical 
to  ours,  vxe  decided  to  evacuate  all  the.  troops  from  Chino 
and  I  think  the  complete  v<ithdrawal  was  made  within  a  month 
of  signing  the  agreement. 

,  The  Jehol  campaign  \.es  the  task  of  the  KWantung  Army 
though  the  provisions  of  the  Japan-tr-nenukuo  Protocol  and 
because  constant  dinturboncas  of  law  end  order  in  and  around 
Jehol  it  became  necessary  for  the  Japanese  and  Hanchukuo 
forces  to  rosort  to  military  action  baaod  on  the  provisions 
of  the  protocol.  It  took  place  after  the  formal  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  Lteto  of  Henchukuo,  end  as  the  precaution  was 
taken  throughout  the  campaign  not  to  divert  from  the  primary 
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principle  of  brln^lnc  about  law  and  order  the  oporatlen 
called  for  extreme  difficulties,  revartheloss,  efforts  wore 
made  to  limit  the  action  within  the  line  of  the  Greet  V/all, 
and  observance  of  this  fundamental  policy  was  sternly  re¬ 
quested  of  the  troops  In  the  front  at  the  risk  of  sufferln 
conoldoroblo  operational  Inconvoniences,  There  was  an  oc¬ 
casion  when  the  troops  advanced  beyond  tills  llLiit,  but  the 
v;ere  iLiiaodiately  ordered  to  return  and  further  action  was 
stopped  at  that.  Then  the  hostilities  wore  finally  settled 
by  the  conclusion  of  the  Tangku  Agreement , 

I  believe  that  Uar  iulnlstor  ARAKI  v/as  one  of  the  persoin 
who  was  most  seriously  worried  about  the  Kanchurian  Incident. 
Because  of  this  worry,  he  had  made  a  firm  determination  to 
settle  it,  which  finally  led  to  the  Tangku  Agreement,  h'o 
sooner  had  the  Agreement  been  signed  than  he  strove  to  settl; 
the  overall  situation  of  Japan  by  adjusting  foreign  os  v.ell 
as  domestic  affairs. 

He  often  told  ue  in  those  days  that  ho  was  devoting 
his  efforts  tov.ard  letting  the  people  live  up  to  the  origlne.. 
teachings  of  Japan,  enhancing  by  so  doing  the  virtue  of 
benevolence  of  Kls  I*5.jesty  the  Emperor  among  the  people,  and 
externally,  tov^ord  improving  aggravated  internet icnel  rela¬ 
tions  by  realizing  the  already  advocated  International  Peace 
Conference. 

The  opinion  of  ’.'ar  Kinistor  ARAKI  toward  the  League  of 
Nations  was  quite  clear.  He  fully  e.  plained  hj.s  opinion  at 
the  cabinet  meeting  and  induced  the  meeting  to  the  decision 
that  Japan  would  not  withdraw  from  the  LoRgt:e. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  7ar  l/inister  had 
been  prepared  with  an  opinion  v/lth  v.nloh  hfj  hoped  to  persu' 
the  league  of  Nations,  It  also  seemed  to  me  that  the  ',7ar 
Minister  had  had  a  firm  belief  of  gotting  the  complete 


’./er  liinistor  ARAKI  also  exerted  efforts  to  calm  the 
minds  of  the  young  officers  who,  indignant  at  the  current  s 
situation,  had  already  caused  considerable  trouble.  Ka  did 
his  best  to  develop  the  Immaoulate  spirit  of  those  officers 
without  being  distorted  so  that  they  mi  ht  devote  their 
unshattered  attention  to  thoir  duty.  7iille  devoting  his 
wholehearted  attention  to  this  purpose,  he  also  let  his  sub 
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Subsoribed  and  sworn  to  before  the  under-signed  officer 
by  the  above-naaed  Jinsaburo,  at  the  '..'ar  llinistrj- 

Euilding,  Tokyo,  Japan,  on  this  _ _  day  of  /»uguat  1947. 
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